
 
 

A Biblical Philosophy of Diversity 
 
Diversity is intrinsic to God’s original, good design. From the beginning, God’s creation reflects His glory through 
harmony and diversity. In Genesis 1:27, God created humankind in His image as male and female. Creation itself 
speaks to a diverse design: the heavens, earth, plants, animals, and humanity (Genesis 1:31). All were declared “very 
good,” showing that God delights in diversity. Furthermore, diversity within the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—reveals God’s nature as relational and unified while distinct.  
 
Separation is a consequence of the Fall, and being together is part of God’s restorative plan. In Genesis 3, sin 
introduced brokenness into God’s world, leading to division between humanity and God, between people, and even 
within creation itself. The Tower of Babel in Genesis 11 demonstrates the deepening consequences of sin, as God 
confused human language, scattering people across the earth. Yet God’s restorative plan unfolds through Scripture. 
He calls Abraham to be a blessing to “all families of the earth” (Genesis 12:3). God’s desire is shalom for humanity, 
and He has worked toward this by uniting people to Himself and one another, which culminates in Jesus Christ’s 
redemptive work. The Apostle Paul writes, “For He Himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility” (Ephesians 2:14). In Christ, restoration and reconciliation begin 
(James 3:16-18).  
 
Jesus’ invitation to follow Him is for everyone. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus reached out to the marginalized and 
the diverse: Samaritans, Romans, tax collectors, lepers, and sinners. His ministry was radically invitational, 
proclaiming that “whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Jesus welcomed all 
into His family, breaking down barriers of ethnicity, gender, and social class (Galatians 3:28). His call to “follow 
Me” (Matthew 4:19) is universal, revealing God’s heart for a diverse and united people. 
 
Being together is integral to God’s vision for His Kingdom. God’s ultimate plan is a redeemed people living in 
harmony and diversity, worshiping Him together. Revelation 7:9 paints a beautiful picture of the Kingdom of God: 
“a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb.” In this vision, unity does not erase diversity but celebrates it. Followers of Jesus are called to 
live in harmony (Romans 12:16) and love one another as Christ loved us (John 13:34). 
 
Diversity reveals the unifying power of Christ. Throughout history people have clustered with those who are most 
like themselves and tend to form communities based around cultural similarities. And yet, since the calling of the 
original 12 disciples, the church has been intentionally composed of people who are not only different from one 
another, but enemies as a way of showcasing the unifying power of Christ (Rev. 7:9). The diversity of Christian 
community shows the world that Christ is central to the identity of people as image-bearers of God, and that Jesus 
has the power to unite even those who have very little else in common—for His praise and glory! 
 
In God’s Kingdom, diversity is not an obstacle but a testimony to His creative power, redemptive work, and eternal 
vision. Through Christ, all image-bearers of God are brought together as one people, glorifying Him in the beauty of 
diversity. 

 


